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 It’s getting more and more common to hear people say they cannot believe the 
moral decline and how fast it is happening in our country.  I am shocked myself.  Ever hear 
someone say, “Five years ago I would have never thought this would happen!”?  I often 
think of the period of Israel’s kings, the turning away from God, the moral decline, and the 
reprehensible practices they picked up, until God’s judgment finally fell.  First, it was the 
northern kingdom, Israel, who fell to the Assyrians, then, Judea, unwilling to learn from 
Israel’s example, fell before the Babylonians in their foretold judgment.  These were not a 
simple “put your hands above your heads and march” routings.  They were a brutal con-
quering with much bloodshed and human abuse.  There were reprieves to the decline, under good kings like Josiah 
and Hezekiah, but the people would inevitably fall back into their sin-filled ways.   
 Is the collapse of our country inevitable too?  We need to be careful not to equate the United States to 
Israel because God has not made the promises to the U.S. that He made to the nation Israel.  And yet, we read in 
Jeremiah 18, “Can I not, O house of Israel, deal with you as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Behold, like the 
clay in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel. 7 “At one moment I might speak concerning a 
nation or concerning a kingdom to uproot, to pull down, or to destroy it; 8 if that nation against which I have spoken 
turns from its evil, I will relent concerning the calamity I planned to bring on it. 9 “Or at another moment I might 
speak concerning a nation or concerning a kingdom to build up or to plant it; 10 if it does evil in My sight by not 
obeying My voice, then I will think better of the good with which I had promised to bless it.” (Jeremiah 18:6-10, 
NASB95).  God has the right to reconsider blessing a nation, or to send judgment, depending on its response to 
Him.     
 Here’s the sobering part.  An article in The Daily Signal, dated February 17, 2020, reported on a talk   
given by author and editorialist Cal Thomas about his newly released book.  Thomas points to the fall of 8 great 
world empires and how they each fell into decline after 250 years.  Our 250th year is July 4, 2026.  Also, a certain 
Sir John Bagot Glubb, a British army general and historian (1897-1986), studied 11 empires from the Assyrians to the 
British and discovered that they each followed a pattern from beginning to end. The stages he identified were: 1. The 
Age of Pioneers; 2. The Age of Conquests; 3. The Age of Commerce; 4. The Age of Affluence; 5. The Age of            
Intellect; 6. The Age of Decadence; 7. The Age of Decline & Collapse.  Which stage would the United States be in?   
 How do we respond when our nation is turning away from God and into great moral decay, knowing the 
potential looming consequences?  Must we enter into the fray of the political or social issues around us?  Let’s face 
it, we have to live with the tension that this (U.S.A) is our home, and yet it is not our home.  Philippians 3:20 tells us, 
“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.”  The author 
of Hebrews exhorts us to live as, “strangers and exiles,” and “desiring a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one.” (Hebrews 11:13, 16).  On the other hand, we have the example of how the Israelites in captivity were urged, 
“Seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; for in its welfare, 
you will have welfare.” (Jeremiah 29:7).   
  Whether we sense God’s call into the fray, or not, these five responses are undebatable:  
    1) Keep praying.  1 Timothy 2:1–2 says, “First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and 
thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a tranquil 
and quiet life in all godliness and dignity.” 
    2) Keep unstained by the world.  James 1:27 says, “Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and          
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.” (italics 
added).  The sin that is spreading must not find a home in us.  
    3) Keep the faith.  Speaking of Christ as a Son over His house, the author of Hebrews writes in chapter 3, 
“whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.” (v. 6).  In verse 
14, speaking of being a partaker of Christ, he writes, “if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the 
end.”   
    4) Keep doing good works.  Jesus said, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16).  Good works, more than good arguments, 
have eternal impact (1 Peter 2:12).  
    5) Keep the proper hope. The exhortation cited above in Jeremiah went on to say, “But they will say, ‘It’s            
hopeless! For we are going to follow our own plans, and each of us will act according to the stubbornness of his evil 
heart.” (Jeremiah 18:12).  How tragic!  While we need not give in to hopelessness for our nation, we do need to 
make sure our greatest hope remains focused on what our Lord has promised.  Psalm 62:5 says, “My soul, wait in 
silence for God only, For my hope is from Him.”   
 Striving to Stay the Course, 
 Pastor Dan 

Into the Fray?  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     

  
  
 

1 
Iglesia Biblica Worship 
Practice—5:30 pm, S 
 

Church League Soft-
ball at Twining Park  
 
 

2 

Iglesia Biblica Women’s 
Study—4-6 pm, #102 
 

Iglesia Biblica Youth 
Group—6-7:30 pm, NC 
 

Open AA Mtg, 6 pm, 18 
& 8th  

3       

Worship Services:  
The Gathering 9 am & 

Café 10:30 am 
 

Iglesia Biblica—2 pm, S 
 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

5 
  
  
 
 

6 
Sr. Life Group—1 pm, NC  
 

  
  
 
  
 

7 
Iglesia Biblica Prayer 
Meeting—6 pm, NC 
 
MBC Worship Prac-
tice—7pm, S  
  
 

8 
Iglesia Biblica Worship 
Practice—5:30 pm, S 
 

Church League Soft-
ball at Twining Park  
 
 

9 
Iglesia Biblica Youth 
Group—6-7:30 pm, NC 
  
 
  

10   The Lord’s Table 
Worship Services:  

The Gathering 9 am & 
Café 10:30 am 

 

Iglesia Biblica—2 pm, S 
 
 
 

Youth to Lydia Home 

11 
Deacon Meeting—6 
pm, NC 
 

Prayer Meeting—6:30 
pm, LL #102 
 

Elder Meeting—6:30 
pm, LL #106 
 

Youth at Lydia Home  

12  Primetimers Games 
& Lunch—10 am–1 pm, 
NC/K 
 

VBS Neighborhood 
Invites—4-6 pm  
 

Missions Ministry 
Meeting—7 pm, LL 106 
 

Youth at Lydia Home  

13 
Sr. Life Group—1 pm, NC  
 

  
  
 
 
 
  
Youth at Lydia Home  

14   
VBS Neighborhood 
Invites—4-6 pm  
 

Iglesia Biblica Prayer 
Meeting—6 pm, NC 
 

MBC Worship Prac-
tice—7pm, S  
 

Youth at Lydia Home  

15 
Iglesia Biblica Worship 
Practice—5:30 pm, S 
 

Church League Soft-
ball at Twining Park  
  
 
 
Youth return today 

16 
Iglesia Biblica Women’s 
Study—4-6 pm, #102 
 
Iglesia Biblica Youth 
Group—6-7:30 pm, NC 
 

  

17 
 Worship Services:  

The Gathering 9 am & 
Café 10:30 am 

 

Iglesia Biblica—2 pm, S 
 
. 
 

18 
Prayer Meeting—6:30 
pm, LL #102 
 
  
 
 

19 
  
 
  
 
 
 

20 
Sr. Life Group—1 pm, NC  
 
  
 
 
  

 
 

21 
Iglesia Biblica Prayer 
Meeting—6 pm, NC 
 
MBC Worship Prac-
tice—7pm, S  
 

22 
Iglesia Biblica Worship 
Practice—5:30 pm, S 
 

Church League Soft-
ball at Twining Park  
 
 

23 
Worship Teams Prac-
ticing, 6 pm, S 
 

Iglesia Biblica Youth 
Group—6-7:30 pm, NC 
 

 

24   Worship Services:  
The Gathering 9 am & 

Café 10:30 am 
 

Annual Congregational 
Meeting—12:15 pm, NC 

 

VBS Leader Meeting & 
Set-Up—2 pm  

 

Iglesia Biblica—2 pm, S 

25 
VBS 9am—Noon 
 
Prayer Meeting—6:30 
pm, LL #102 
 

  
 

 

26 
VBS 9am—Noon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
VBS 9am—Noon 
 
  

28 
VBS 9am—Noon 
 
Iglesia Biblica Prayer 
Meeting—6 pm, NC 
 
MBC Worship Prac-
tice—7pm, S  

29 
VBS 9am—Noon 
 
Iglesia Biblica Worship 
Practice—5:30 pm, S 
 

Church League Soft-
ball at Twining Park  

30 
Iglesia Biblica Party—           
3-9 pm, All Church 

31     Single Worship 
Service & Potluck  
Picnic at Twining   
Park—10:30 am 

 
Ignite & Fusion—leave 

for Campout at Governor 
Dodge—4:00 pm 

      

Newsletter—July 2022 

MBC Office Hours: 

Monday—Thursday 8:00 AM—4:00 PM,  

& Fridays 8:00 AM—Noon 
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1 Kristi Hudson 

      Todd Ils 

      Kyle Ohlrich 

      Holly Rhoe 

2 Paul Brunner 

      Wendy Westcomb 

3 Ellie Thoman 

4 Rich Peach 

      Paul Ritschard 

5 Nicole Bartelt 

      Mark McNett 

      Shirley Reed 

6 Jennifer Eddy 

20 Corrine Webber 

22 Ron Faith 

23 Randy Ringhand 

      Athleen Schenk 

24 Eliza Rhoe 

      Nicole Wilcox 

25 Kristi Bruehlman 

      Heather Hayden 

26 Shane Eddy 

      Becky Richardson 

      Beth Roidt 

29 Kara Schulte 

 

6 Madeline Kuenzi 

9 Evan Brunner 

      Dawn Jordan 

      Joel Miller 

      Melissa Payne 

14 Whitaker Holverson 

      Benson Miller 

15 Liz Meyer 

16 Cory Bruehlman 

17 Jeff Meyer 

19 Kevin Samson 

20 Lexi Baer 

      Zo Anne Lester 
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3 Craig & Laura Roth  

3    Gene & Neva Schultz 

7 Josh & Chelsea Hardacre 

9 Mike & Sue Newberg 

12  Jeff & Deb Meyer 

13  Andy & Megan Thoman 

 

15   Mike & Wendy Westcomb 

23   Loren &  Kristi Bruehlman 

26   Don & Darlene Bartelt 

30   Curt & Colette Wyttenbach 

31   Steve & Victoria Fowler 
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June has a special day called Father's Day.  How would you like to be remembered as to your role as 
a father?  It would be great to be known as a praying father.  Do you show compassion as our               
heavenly Father does?  Psalm 103:13.  Do you, as a father, encourage your children to walk in a 
manner worthy of God?  That's a good prayer to pray.  An important role as father is to lead your 
family in regular mes of prayer.  You can and should teach your children the importance and             
privilege of prayer.  Prayer can also be a great encouragement to your wife.  To be able to teach           
others to pray, you must cul vate your own personal prayer life.  Don't think or say that you are too 
busy to pray.  Prayer must be a priority in every believer's life, especially if you are a father.  Ask God 
to help you become a prayer warrior. 

Dan Keen, Prayer Ministry Leader 

Child Protection Training 
 

Monroe Bible Church requires annual certification 

training for everyone who works with youth in 

any capacity, with background checks done every 

four years on adults. To Get Cer fied:                                                                      

Contact the church office at 608‐325‐3966 or

(office@monroebiblechurch.org) with the email 

address you would like to use in order to begin 

your child protec on training.      Don’t Wait!  

 

Wilderness Escape VBS  
July 25th-29th from 9am-12pm                   

Register in-person or online for VBS!
www.monroebiblechurch.org 

 

 

 

 

Prime mers will meet the 2nd Tuesday this 
month on July 12th from 10:00 am—1:00 pm 
for Games & Lunch in the Nehemiah Center. 

If you have any ques ons, call                              
Carol Hasselmann at 815‐505‐3324 

Volunteers are needed to canvas the               
neighborhoods in Monroe from 4:00-6:00 pm 

on both Tuesday, July 12th &                       
Thursday, July 14th handing out                     

invitations to VBS. 
 

If you would like to help with VBS,                    
contact Mia Kelley, 608-449-8578. 

Leader Meeting & Set-Up Sunday, July 24th ~ 2:00 pm 
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TOUR THE FINAL BOOK OF THE BIBLE 
 

Revealing Revela on: How God's  
Plans for the Future Can  

Change Your Life Now 
 

by Amir Tsarfa   (Author), Dr. Rick Yohn (Contributor) 
 

 
 

Mondays at 6:30 pm – Nehemiah Center                                         
Revela on was wri en because God wants us to know what the future holds. For 
Chris ans, the prophe c truths within provide wisdom, reassurance, and discern‐
ment—while for unbelievers, Revela on is a plea to receive God’s grace while 
there is s ll me. 
 

Bestselling author Amir Tsarfa  examines what Revela on makes known about the 
end mes and beyond. Guided by accessible teaching that lets Scripture speak for 
itself, you’ll take a closer look at the:  

 meline of what believers and nonbelievers will experience before, during,                
         and a er the tribula on  
 plan that the Lord has specifically prepared for the people of Israel in the  

         end mes  
 encouragements, challenges, and warnings Jesus Himself gave to prepare  

         us for His return 
 

Revealing Revela on provides an eye‐opening look at what lies ahead for every 
person in the end mes—either in heaven or on earth. Are you prepared for what 
is to come? 

 

Purchase both the book & study guide workbook on your own ahead of me.                             
These are available for purchase from mul ple places such as:  

CBD.com (Chris anbook.com), Amazon, Walmart, Target, 
Behold Israel Ministries h ps://beholdisrael.org/  and 

Olive Tree Ministries h ps://store.olivetreeviews.org/product/revealing‐revela on‐book/                   
Purchase the books wherever you prefer. 

 

Sign up at the Welcome Center or by contac ng  
Loren Bruehlman at 608‐214‐0008, bruhill@centurytel.net or 
Kris  Bruehlman at 608‐214‐4649, k.bruehlman@gmail.com 
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GIFTS TO MISSIONARIES 

The Missions Ministry budget has an account for One‐Time gi s. It is used when missionaries have a need beyond their 
usual monthly support budget. Recently, funds were sent to Slavic Gospel Associa on for Ukrainian war relief and to 
Glory Reins Ranch for arena cover materials. This fund has also helped Devin and Shannon Long with a special Na onal 
School Project need, and reloca on expenses for one of our newer missionaries to relocate to the Asia Pacific this 
month. We also have a policy of sending funds to missionaries who re re from the field and have been supported by 
MBC for at least 10 years. Many of them need to relocate and have other expenses. This past fiscal year we sent funds 
to Steve and Rhonda Schwarze, Tracy and Karen Singleton, and Tim and Sherry Thomas. It is only through your faithful 
generous giving that MBC is able to help with these needs. Those who receive the funds are always extremely             
thankful and blessed. On their behalf, we say thank you! 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 

There are a couple of upcoming special events planned for you to put on your calendar. On August 28th there will be a 
potluck a er the second service, followed by a presenta on of this year's mission trip to Glory Reins Ranch. The            
Mission Team is eager to share and hopes to see you all there.  Our annual Harvest Weekend is scheduled for                
November 5‐6th. Brad Reardon will join us from Reach Global and share his work with Pathways.  Devin and Shannon 
Long from DecisionPoint (formerly Na onal School Project) will also be our guests from California. They will fill us in on 
the work they do to reach high school students for Christ and then disciple them in their walk as Christ followers.  You 
won't want to miss these events so save the dates now! 

Crystal Zimmerman, Missions Ministry Leader 

Missions Ministry 

Annual Congregational Meeting                     
Sunday, July 24th at 12:15 pm in the Nehemiah Center 

Members will be asked to vote on a Cons tu onal change. The proposed changes 
were in the June 19th bulle n.  If you haven’t received one, pick up a copy of the    

proposed changes at the Welcome Center. 

We will be vo ng, affirming Elders & Deacons, and approving both the new fiscal 
year budget and minutes from last year’s two congrega onal mee ngs. 

MISSION CRY BIBLE DRIVE 

Start collec ng together any Bibles, commentaries, Bible dic onaries, concordances, theology and doctrine texts, and 
other books you no longer need for the Mission Cry Bible Drive star ng Mid‐August. Chris an biographies, classical 
literature, discipleship, evangelism, Bible studies, Sunday School curriculums, and more in English or Spanish are also 
accepted. When you donate these materials you are blessing our poorest brothers and sisters in Christ with reading 
materials they cannot purchase. If you have no books to donate, you can s ll par cipate through monetary dona ons 
to cover shipping costs and for Spanish Bibles. Mission Cry has equipped orphans, na ve evangelists, pastors, and  
missionaries through distribu on centers, lending libraries, and Bible college libraries since 1956. The organiza on 
has sent over $400 million in Bibles and Chris an books to 179 na ons. They also have an Interna onal Resources 
Center where qualified missionaries and na onals are welcome to visit and select needed materials. Whether you 
donate  Bibles and Chris an materials or financially give toward Bibles and shipping cost, you are a book                  
missionary!  Boxes will be placed near the Welcome Center for your dona ons in August. You can learn more through 
their website www.missioncry.com. 
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If you or your family would like to coordinate the games for our annual Twining Park Service,                              
contact the church office at 608‐325‐3966 or office@monroebiblechurch.org 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Single Worship Service at Twining Park  (West Shelter behind the Bandshell) at 10:30 am                                 
on Sunday, July 31st followed by a picnic potluck. Brats, hotdogs, and drinks are provided.                                 

Please bring two addi onal generous dishes to share.                                                                 
There will be games, co on candy, and popcorn un l 3:00 pm. Invite your family and friends! 

 

Camping at Governor Dodge State Park            

Sunday, July 31st—Tuesday, August 2nd.                  

Permissions slips                         

& Sign-Up            

are at the                           

Welcome Center. 

Contact                        

Chris & Elise                 

Morris with                 

questions,               

608-968-1318 

 

Thank you everyone, for your cards, 
support, and help to our family!                    

~Mary Ann Stauffacher 

Saturday, August 20th                

Open House: 1:00-5:00 pm              

Message at 2:00 pm                   

Maple Lane Event Center              

(N3051 Hwy. 81, Monroe) 

All are welcome to attend a                       
Celebration of Life for Roger Stauffacher  

Celebration of Life 

Twining Park Worship Service 
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